
Congratulations!  You made it to your senior year.  This is an exciting time!  One of the most exciting events is applying to college.  To make it 
a little easier I am including a few action steps and I will share lots of other resources with you via Google.  College Application Week is Octo-
ber 21 -25, 2019. Many colleges waive the application fee during this time.  I will post a list of participating colleges in the Google drive.  Be-
fore you begin your application, you should work through the following steps. 

Mary Grace Luton 

Career Development Coordinator 

mluton@ecpps.k12.nc.us 

Let’s Get Started! 

Make sure you meet the minimum admissions re-

quirements for the college/university.  The North 

Carolina Public University System requires a minimum 2.5 

gpa and at least an 880 on the SAT or a 17 on the ACT.  

These requirements vary with private colleges/universities. 

Community Colleges have an open door policy and only 

require a high school diploma to be admitted.  Admission 

to specific degree programs may vary. 

Make sure you can access your CFNC account.  If 

you are unsure if you have an account contact me 

or your school counselor and we will check for you. You 

only need one account.  Creating multiple accounts may 

cause you issues when you try to complete your Residency 

Determination or send transcripts.  Instructions on how to 

reset your password can be found here  CFNC Password 

Reset Link  and I will include it in the Google Drive as well.   

Once you have logged into CFNC, right under your name: 

click  Edit Your Profile-click The Basics and make sure your 

student id number (lunch number) is listed under NC Stu-

dent Number.  In addition, make sure your address is cor-

rect.  Do not use abbreviations in your address.  Spell out 

city, street and county name. Under My Account is Con-

nected to make sure your high school name is listed. If this 

information is not there you transcripts will not be sent.   

Before you begin an application you must complete 

the North Carolina Residency Determination (RDS).  

This must be done with a parent. If you answer the ques-

tions incorrectly you will be locked out of RDS for 30 days.  

Access RDS via your CFNC account.  You use your CFNC 

login and password to login to RDS.  Please read the RDS 

Tip Sheet on the Google Drive carefully before you begin.  

Once you have completed the RDS you will be assigned a 

Residency Certification Number.  Take a picture of it with 

your phone and write it down.  

Step 1 

Step 2 

Step 3 

Complete the FAFSA(Free Application for Federal 

Student Aid).  The FAFSA is used to determine eligi-

bility for state and federal aid. The student and one parent 

will need an electronic pin (FSA ID).  You must use different 

email accounts when requesting.  Refer to the Google folder 

for more information. Opens  October 1st.  Uses your tax re-

turn from 2 years prior.  Everyone should complete this even 

if you think your household income exceeds the limit be-

cause some colleges will not consider you for merit scholar-

ships until you have submitted a FAFSA. Write your pin num-

bers down –you will use them every year you are in school.   

Complete your application. Most students will use 

CFNC to complete college applications. A few will 

use the Common App to complete applications.  Start early 

and make sure your essay is letter perfect! Here is link to a 

video overview of how to use the CFNC Application Hub 

How to Apply using CFNC 

Step 4 

Step 5 

Countdown to College Google Files 

https://www2.cfnc.org/documents/cfncusername.pdf
https://www2.cfnc.org/documents/cfncusername.pdf
https://cfnc.wistia.com/medias/8slw094c7h
https://tinyurl.com/y5s3xrbr

